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CMA Presents Gypsy Violin Virtuoso Roby Lakatos on April 21 


“_. he offered what was, in essence, a master display of the length and breadth of his instrument...’ 
— The Los Angeles Times 


’ 


CLEVELAND (April 4, 2006) — Gypsy violinist Roby Lakatos, known for his scorching musicianship, begins a 
five-city U.S. Tour in Cleveland at Trinity Cathedral on Friday, April 21, 2006, at 7:30 p.m. Lakatos returns to 
the U.S. with his ensemble after a successful sold out debut at UCLA in November 2005. This performance is part 
of the CMA’s VIVA! and Gala Around Town Series. 

Admission to the performance is $39; $34 for CMA members. 

Equally comfortable performing classical music, jazz and in his own Hungarian folk style, Lakatos is a 
musician of rare ability. A classical virtuoso, jazz improviser, composer and arranger, he is often referred to as a 
gypsy violinist or “devil’s fiddler” because of his unmatched capabilities. 

Born into a legendary family of gypsy violinists in 1965, Lakatos was first introduced to music as a child. 
He made his public debut at the age of nine as first violin in a gypsy band. In addition to his family who played a 
role in his musicianship as they were descendants of Janos Bihari, the proclaimed “King of Gypsy Violinists,” 
Lakatos was also influenced and trained at the Béla Bartok Conservatory of Budapest where he received first prize 
for classical violin in 1984. 

From 1986 to 1996, Lakatos and his ensemble performed regularly to delighted audiences in Brussels, 
their musical home. During this period, he collaborated with Siberian violinist Vadim Repin and French jazz 
violinist Stéphane Grappelli, and was admired by British violinist and conductor Sir Yehudi Menuhin. In addition, 
his universality has enabled him to collaborate with numerous musicians including Giora Feidman, Herbie 
Hancock, Maxim Vengerov, Joshua Bell, Nigel Kennedy and Randy Becker. 

The ensemble’s debut CD entitled Lakatos was released in 1998 on the Deutsche Grammophon label and 
includes works of Kodaly and Brahms in addition to music from John Williams’ score for Schindler’s List and 
Charles Aznavour’s La Bohéme. In 1999, Lakatos received the prestigious German Echo Klassik Award. 

Lakatos now performs regularly and in 2004 received acclaim for his appearance with the London 
Symphony Orchestra in its Genius of Violin festival. Additionally, he has appeared regularly on Hungarian and 


Belgian television and has participated in productions on German television and London’s BBC. 
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The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. Promotional support for VIVA! and 
Gala Around Town 1s provided by 90.3 WCPN Ideastream, WCLV 104.9 FM and Cleveland Free Times. 
Additional support provided by Collacott Foundation. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum 1s a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.Clevelandart.org 
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